Distinguished guests,

Today we are convening the forum entitled 'Culture,' Women and Violence: Rejecting Cultural Justifications for Violence Against Women.

That this forum is convened within the week, which includes the international day of the elimination of violence against women, adds to its weight.

Additionally, that our guest speakers came from different countries and will share with us their experiences on the issue of violence against women is worth mentioning. 

I am very pleased to greet all our guest speakers and all of you for sparing your valuable time to attend the forum. 

On behalf of METU, I must say that we are very glad to be having a part in the organization of this forum. The distinguished faculty of our Gender and Women’s Studies Program have been contributing to the strengthening of women in Turkey with the courses they have taught, researches they have conducted and students they have educated.

However, my personal opinion is that, violence against women and the exploitation of women in many other domains should not be an issue of interest only to those at the Women’s Studies programs. This problem should be considered a violation of human rights and should be taken seriously by the entire society. In this respect, I believe this forum will produce another important outcome, that of increasing the social sensitivity on this matter. 

We should learn from the title of the Forum: Even before listening to our speakers, we can appreciate how meaningful is the association between violence against women and culture. Sure enough, that cultural justifications are utilized in violations of women’s rights, as in many other domains, forces us to struggle in the very recalcitrant sphere of culture. Then, our initial focus in our struggles should be the transformation of our immediate habitats. In our universities, where rationality, positive sciences and objectivity reigns, we may readily believe that we are free of the prohibitive, subjugating and subjectifying aspects of culture. But we should not overlook the fact that the culture of a certain society permeates into the whole of its institutions. For that reason, universities, too, have to take a part in the struggle against violence against women.

Our university has seized the opportunity to demonstrate its sensitivity on this issue by hosting this forum, which bears the banner “No excuses for violence against women,” two days past the 25th of November, the day declared by the United Nations as the International Day of Elimination of Violence Against Women. 

Up until now, in Turkey, it was the women’s rights advocates, who strived to reveal the violence against women, to create public opinion on this matter and to grapple with the issue.

Reminding that amongst those invited to this forum are government representatives, leading directors and experts of international foundations and the representatives of the media, and with the notion that an issue such as violence is not only a violation of women’s human rights but also a impediment for a more democratic society, I urge all these institutions to act in unison with the women’s right advocates in the struggle against violence. 

I wish you all the best in your work.

