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Today we have a two part program which is being done in sisterhood by the Women Living Under Muslim Laws (WLUML) International Solidarity Network and by the Action Research Initiative; Women’s Empowerment in Muslim Contexts: Gender, Poverty and Democratisation from the inside out. We would like to thank all of those who have brought us to this wonderful city, in particular the Istanbul Bilgi University, as well as all of our teams who have been working hard to bring this program together. 

We have a two part program, as I’ve said, and this morning we will commence with the launching of the Global Campaign Stop Killing and Stoning Women. We are very grateful for everyone who is here. I cannot promise you fun because this is a very serious topic, but we can have solidarity amongst each other and we can learn from each other on how to make the violence stop. Our theme for today is “No excuses for violence against women”. That is what we will address and I hope by the end of this day we have some concrete ideas on how to move forward apart from the launch of the Global Campaign. 
We are deeply deeply honoured and privileged to have with us Dr. Yakin Ertuk who is the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women; its causes and consequences. Yakin, I am sure doesn't need introduction to our Turkish friends but at the moment we have Yakin here not just as Turkish person but really as the Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women of the United Nations, which is a very important position and post. We’re very thankful that she’s been there and has taken forward the agenda particularly on issues relating to ‘culture’ and cultural justifications of violence. Yakin has also in the past been the Director of the International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women, as well as the Director for the Division of the Advancement of Women in the United Nations, and brings to this whole topic a lot of experience, a lot of analyses and insight. So now, it's my great privilege to ask Yakin to give us the Keynote Address for the day. 

