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I have been associated with the International Solidarity Network, Women Living Under Muslim Laws, for more than 20 years now. The network is not about Muslim laws. It is not about Islam. The International Solidarity Network started in response to the use of religion and culture as an excuse to deny women rights, to deny all human beings rights, through the invocation or reference to laws, practices and customs which were said to be Islamic, regardless of what they are. Our focus is on the women affected by such laws and practices, not just the formal laws. We say `laws` in the plural and we keep getting corrected that our English is wrong, however we say ‘laws’ because the laws which are said to be Muslim differ radically from one context to the other. The practices said to be Muslim differ from one context to another. 
We are also not about Muslim women. We are about women. The women affected by Muslim laws are not all Muslims. They are women of different faith. They are also women who don't have a faith, and they are women who prefer other identities. So we have been working and grappling with the whole issue of cultural justifications for denying women rights and violence perpetuated against women for more than 20 years now. Today we are launching the Global Campaign to Stop Killing and Stoning Women to end, we hope, the persistent misuse of religion and culture to justify killing women as punishment for violating the ‘norms’ of sexual behaviour which are imposed and enforced in various societies. 

Why did it take us so long? The campaign is inspired by and grows out of many local women’s initiatives to challenge, to resist, to change what is happening in their culture, not just actions by the state. The stoning punishment is legal in several states, but it happens even when it’s not legal in some instances. Very often, you have women who are killed in the name of honour but this is not by the state. This is by non-state actors. Non-state actors get away with violence against women. They have impunity. 
The state itself can introduce violence against women. In Pakistan, which is where I am from, we started protesting the introduction of such punishments in 1981. It’s been a long time and we continue to protest. In Nigeria, women’s rights group have resisted the more recent introduction of stoning as a legal punishment into some of their states. While no official stoning has ever taken place in Pakistan, we have had one or two stray incidences of such actions undertaken by community members who are however encouraged by the fact that there is something on the statute book that says that it is legal. In Nigeria, the activists have managed to have all those accused acquitted and made enough noise in the public to make sure that nobody is now prosecuting such cases. Ayesha Imam, who is sitting on my left, will share the insights of their struggle. 
It took us in Pakistan twenty seven years to get the law amended, to have it almost null and void. Yet having it virtually off the books is not the same as not having it there permanently. The punishment continues to be on the statute books and our Iranian friends, as Shadi Sadr will discuss, have learned that even though the highest judicial official said that there should not be anymore executions by stoning, the fact that it remains on the statute books meant that it was used, and we have had recent cases where people have been stoned to death. In response, two years ago, our sisters in Iran started the Stop Stoning Forever Campaign.  
In Indonesia, and we have Sri Wiyanti who will speak about what is happening in Indonesia, luckily, there is no stoning, but now suddenly with the local governments you have groups who are insisting that women who violate what they think are sexual ‘norms’ are whipped. In some cases the women who themselves have been violated are being whipped, and this is being video-taped and being shown. This is something new. This is unprecedented in Indonesia. This has nothing to do with tradition. This is new and it’s something we need to address. 

Hearing about these various campaigns, knowing what was happening, knowing that in Pakistan and in Nigeria we have not been able to abolish illegal sentences of stoning even if they were not carried out, we came to the very obvious conclusion that struggling in our own countries, isolated, one by one, is not good enough. We need to take the issue to the global level. We need to make sure that it is placed on people’s agenda, and we need to recognize that across the world ‘culture’ is used to punish women and to control their sexuality. We need to do something about this. 
We also feel that this is not limited to Muslim contexts, so we should not confuse the issue of your faith or your cultural identity, where you belong, with the issue of punishments. As we have here in some places here in Turkey, in Pakistan we also have what are misnamed ‘honour’ crimes, and we have led a campaign to say: there is no honour in killing. Because honour and killing should not go together. Nebahat Akkoç will speak of this kind of issue and how she has struggled in Turkey to address this. 

The Global Campaign aims to support and enable women’s rights advocates, and national and transnational movements to resist those forces which politicize and misuse culture and religion for subjugating women and the abuse of their human rights. The Global Campaign to Stop Killing and Stoning Women we hope, will enable a coming together of multiple sister campaigns across the world around issues of sexuality, control and punishment of women. We have Vivienne Wee who will also speak about why this is important in contexts which have nothing to do with Islam at all. The Global Campaign does not replace our sister campaign Stop Stoning Forever, which will continue and is also a major focus of our campaign. 

To officially launch the campaign now, I would request a minute of silence to respect, as Yakin said, all those women we have lost to ‘honour’. Those women, young and old, Muslim and not, from wherever they were, who dared to be different and who dared to pursue their dreams.

Thank you. As we honour them, let’s not forget that we still dare, and women do dare to be different, and that's what important. 

